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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN 
E. WALSH, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, descend on our hearts. 

Thank You that Your mercy is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon those 
who come to You with reverence. 

Today, incline the hearts of our Sen-
ators to Your wisdom, empowering 
them to keep Your precepts and to ac-
complish Your purposes. Keep them 
mindful of life’s brevity and their ac-
countability to You. Lord, protect 
them from life’s dangers as You guide 
them through the darkness to a safe 
haven. 

Please be near to the families of the 
victims of the Fort Hood shooting. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 3, 2014. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. WALSH, a 

Senator from the State of Montana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WALSH thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

BRINGING BACK MEMORIES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every time 
I see the Presiding Officer introducing 
the prayer and directing the attention 
of the Senate to follow the Presiding 
Officer in reciting the pledge of alle-
giance, it brings back to me a lot of 
memories. 

When I first came to the Senate, we 
had several of Members of Congress 
who had been to war. Now that is not 
the case. We all look at JOHN MCCAIN 
with such idealism of what he did in 
the Vietnam war. There are others but 
there aren’t many, and to have now the 
Presiding Officer having not only been 
to war but being a general and having 
led hundreds of people from Montana 
to war, I am sure when that Pledge of 
Allegiance is said by the Presiding Of-
ficer, your feelings are a little different 
from anyone else’s because during 
those bitter battles in Iraq, members of 
your unit were killed and injured. 

So even though we don’t say much 
publicly about the new addition to the 
Senate, I want the record to reflect 
that the people of Montana are so for-
tunate to have this patriot here in the 
Senate. 

We will miss Max Baucus tremen-
dously. He was my friend. But I am 
really impressed with the Presiding Of-
ficer and—I repeat—his having been 
not only a warrior but a general who 
led a lot of warriors in war. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of H.R. 3979, which is the 
legislative vehicle for the unemploy-
ment insurance extension bill. 

We are working on an agreement on 
the unemployment insurance bill as 
well as some executive nominations. 
Senators will be notified when we are 
able to arrange those votes. 

f 

FORT HOOD 

Mr. REID. Talking about the mili-
tary, as I just did, we have to reflect on 
what took place at Fort Hood yester-
day—another tragedy. We have just a 
general understanding about the mo-
tives. But our hearts are all broken as 
a result of another tragedy at this 
great military training facility. It was 
just a few years ago that there were 
mass murders on that military base. 

Our Nation mourns every casualty 
that befalls our brave servicemembers. 
These seem so unnecessary and such a 
sad event. Fort Hood has seen more 
than its fair share of tragedy in the 
last few years. We know this commu-
nity of warriors and their families are 
grieving and questioning this latest act 
of senseless violence. 

As the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, GEN Martin Dempsey, put it, 
‘‘This is a community that has faced 
and overcome crises with resilience 
and strength.’’ That is true. 

We stand with the people of Fort 
Hood today. We stand with all of our 
military wherever they are situated in 
the world, admiring their strength and 
resilience. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, no one can 
dispute that Winston Churchill was a 
statesman and the most famous in the 
history of our world. This is what he 
said: 
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